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d with men from the SW Region, I بو(‎ 
In preparing for a recent ا‎ eee nearly 60 years ago) and read for k 
a masterly lecture by Sir Ernest Bar (written some 2,200 years ago). I was glad Į ha 
first time the Book یت این‎ E ‘rate because the SW Region obviously based 

this care to get ۲ E i i 
osii and we found ourselves in some fairly deep waters as we discussed the 
meaning and purpose E is not ‘education’ — or even a necessary tool for 

Learning to rea England, the majority were unable to read, though writing had 
education. In Victorian Eng و‎ 1 these men and women ‘uneducated’? Literacy 
existed for some 5,000 years: were all ۲ ducational value in itself: all depend 
is a valuable communications tool but it is of noe u 4 then spenda (eee oft ie 
on how it is used. If a man learns to read and write an P is wale s lite 
reading comics (or some of our popular newspapers) and spraying walls with graffiti, is 

‘ ۱9 
ns EA most men’s role in life was manual work p. ee education 
came from devotion to their craft. That craft was passed on by p 0 mo and by 
example. Practising it gave a worker social and aesthetic satis a an groups of 
workers had a variety of rewarding shared experiences. The study and practice of law 
and government, of art and philosophy was the duty and pleasure of the few who had 
no manual work to do. f 

In England that traditional view was killed when three things came together. 
Very slowly, the underlying Christian principle that all men, however different, are 
equal in worth sank into our consciousness. Then the Industrial Revolution changed 
individual craftsmen into ‘operatives’ and turned many forms of manual work into 
meaningless drudgery. Thirdly, new concepts of democracy gradually made it plain 
that universal suffrage implies universal education. So, about 150 years ago, working 
men began to demand leisure and education. We saw the growth, for example, of 
Mechanics Institutes (from 1823), the University Extension Movement (1867), the 
WEA (1903) and then the explosion of adult education culminating in recent times in 
the Open University. 

These developments suggest that education is a life long process; it has little to 
do with schools; it has a great deal to do with the influence of one person on another; 
its widest purpose is to help us live our lives to the full; in our time, that means 
training us to use our leisure. 

But what is ‘leisure’? It is unfortunate that nowadays we tend to use the word 
as a synonym for ‘play’. I have just seen an outline of a Leeds Polytechnic three year, 
full time course in Leisure Studies, leading to an honours degree: sadly it is heavily 
weighted on the side of physical recreation. When I hear all the current talk about 
leisure, I sometimes get the impression that most of us spend most of our time playing 
games, watching other people play games or placing bets on the results of other people 
playing games. 

I'm not mocking games playing. Aristotle saw the significance of play — of 
recreation — as a relief from work. But he also saw the overriding significance of 
leisure in a nobler sense, viz the pursuit of activities for their own sake, for their 
intrinsic value — music, literature, art; meeting and talking with friends; 
contemplation; speculation about the meaning and purpose of our lives. All this he saw 
as distinct from work which is performed not for its own sake, but as a means to an end. 

But leisure in that sense calls for effort and discipline, education and 
experience. We need to know a little if we’re going to want to know more. And this is 
where school and home come in. If we are never to be bored, if we are going to be able 
to catch the lasting happiness of a full intellectual and emotional life, we need to 
acquire what Barker used to call ‘hooks of apprehension’. This does not necessarily 
mean being ‘good at school’: a host of educated men, ranging from Newton to 
Churchill, were notable failures at school. It does mean that, while we are young and 
learning from parents and teachers, at the time when we have barely begun to gain our 
own experience of life, we need the kind of disciplined stimulation that will encourage 
those natural curiosities and strivings that make us want to go on learning. 

It’s hard to talk and act in these terms nowadays because state education is 
becoming a vast vested interest and we are pressured by commercial forces into 
vocational training, relieved by trivial recreation. 

And there are other pressures: real education, real leisure can endanger 
societies not strong enough to stand radical questioning. Real education refuses to 
have limits set on it. A society that can’t stand radical questioning should stick to 
vocational training and indoctrination which are both maneageable and useful to the 
State, as all dictators know. Perhaps that is what Mark Twain meant when he said: 


Soap and education are not as sudden as a massacre, but they're far more deadly in 
the long run’. FGR 
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Letters and articles are welcomed and 


should be addressed to the Toc H 
Editorial Office. 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Opinions expressed (including the 


editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H Movement. 


Point Three is available from the Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. (Telephone: 
0296 623911). 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20 including postage. 


The cover picture of this Festival 1980 
issue shows the Moat of the Tower of 
London as members begin to arrive to 
talk and eat alfresco between the Sunday 
Service at All Hallows and the afternoon 
Family Gathering. 


Photo: Sue Cumming 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children's playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belginm founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in ۰ 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2. To give personal service. 


3, To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 
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Invest inYouth! 


Port Penrhyn 
19 - 21 September 1980 


We believe that Toc H has members 
up and down the country who could 
work well with young people — 
helping them and learning from them. 


We are convinced that young people 
have much to give us. 


We know that many of our members 
have acquired useful social skills over 
the years which they could pass on to 
some of our younger and less 
experienced members. 


If you are one of those who would like 
to try — particularly if you are not 
already working with young people — 
now: is your chance. Mike Giddings 
(Warden of Mark 3), Bill Hume (Senior 
Youth Worker, Warrington) and Jim 
Waltham (N Wales and NW Regional 
staff) are jointly minning a training 
weekend for you at Port Penrhyn from 
19-21 September. The cost will be 
approximately £10. 


Ali enquiries and applications, please, 
to: Jim Waltham, 44 Ameila Street, 
Orford, Warrington, Cheshire 
WA2 7QD (Tel: Warrington 36668). 
All applications should be 
accompanied by a non-returnable 
deposit of £2. 


For your diary 


Date: Saturday 27 September 

Place: Solent Suite, Civic Centre, 
Southampton (good train and 
bus connections) 

What’s On? 1980 NATIONAL 
YOUTH CONFERENCE 


The conference starts at 10 am and 
ends at Spm (with a ‘ploughman’s 
lunch’ somewhere in the middle!) In 
the evening, a hot meal and a ‘disco’ 
are planned. 


The Director, Ken Prideaux-Brune, 
will be there to share our arguments 
on such topics as: 
Community houses 
Have ‘projects’ run out of steam? 
Is Toc H a ‘Christianising’ 
Movement? 
Are our Christian principles still 
relevant? 
Why are young people silent? 
What is a ‘Boggit’? 


The cost of the whole day is expected 
to be around £3. All enquiries and 
applications as soon as possible, please, 
to: John Dickson, 84 Brintons Road, 
St Mary’s, Southampton SO2 ODB. 
Tel: 0703 (Southampton) 38602. 


Note: When you apply, please let John 
know whether you intend to come for 
the daytime sessions only and whether 
or not you want accommodation for 
Friday and/or Saturday night. 


Earlier this year Geoff. Williams (Rhyl 
Branch} received a Certificate of 
Commendation for his work as a full time 
Official with REME TA in Prestatyn. The 
Certificate (presented here by Brigadier 
J H Hooper. Deputy Commander, Army 
Wales) is inscribed ‘for highly meritorious 


Service to the Army in the United 
Kingdom’. 
Sw SRA we \ hi 
Far 3 aed 
ES SS 


In our July issue we gave a full account of 
the Lowdham Grange Anniversary Walk. 
Pictured here is the beautifully designed 
and built wall plaque presented to Toc H 
by Lowdham Grange and received on our 
behalf by George Barnett, the 
Movement’s Finance Secretary. The 
picture shows George with the plaque in 
position at our Wendover HQ. Readers 
will be interested to know that, at the 
time of writing, sponsors of the walk have 
sent almost £1,450 towards the Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital Appeal. 


lems 


by Tom Grundy 


income has now been introduced by 
placing a Toc H Collection Box against a 
supply of books in the office of a large 
Caravan Club Site in our town. The site 
warden is very happy to allow us to place 
the box and a small selection of books in 
the office, and members are on trust to 
place something in the box when they 
take a book. I have collected £31.29 
from this box during the financial year. 

The two ventures have increased 
our Branch funds by over £50, with very 
little effort required on our part. 

I can now attend our Branch 
meetings with a smile on my face, as we 
have increased our contributions to the 
Family Purse, and have raised the balance 


in our bank account without any 
embarrassing moments for me. 
This type of fund raising is 


available to all Branches, so why ۶ 
discuss it at one of your meetings? 


second stall. After the second day our 
profit had reached £24.39, which frankly 
disappointed me as I considered that the 
effort expounded by our members 
warranted a better return. 

My apprehension was soon to be 
relieved, when an unexpected offshoot to 
the bookstall emerged. As I have said, we 
started by begging unwanted books from 
our friends and workmates. One such 
source was the ‘tea lady’ of a large office/ 
workshop where two of our members are 
employed. Books were brought to the 
office for us and stored in the lady’s 
cubby hole. The staff began to purchase 
the books from her before she could pass 
them over to us. This practice grew until 
it became a small but regular source of 
income. During the financial year just 
completed, the sum of £20.56 was 
received from this good lady. 


A second, similar source of 


Solving a Branch Treasurers Pro 


We have a Branch membership of ten men 
(three of them pensioners). My problem 
was to raise funds without asking for 
extra dcnations from each member every 
time we had to meet a financial commit- 
ment. 

In January 1979, we spent one 
evening discussing this problem. The 
usual suggestions were made for fund 
raising — coffee morning, jumble sale — 
and mulled over with very little 
enthusiasm. Finally it was decided to take 
a stall on a Charity Market which is held 
on Saturdays throughout the summer 
months. Two dates were booked and our 
fee of £2.50 per day paid. 

Members then commenced to 
collect books from friends and 
workmates. On the first date we were 
able to put on quite a display. At the end 
of the day we had taken £12.62, but we 
still had enough books left to cover our 
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Photo: Rhyl Journal 


Photo: Scott Shaw 


lessened by sympathetic and inte ` 


understanding. To try and dg , 


which affects people’s lives’ and 
Toc H members to avoid نون‎ 
possible solutions, on the grounds ۳ ۱ 
they will be ‘political’ is downn 
nonsense. The same is equally trye a 
Housing, Apartheid and many ota 
jssues on which Point Three has focussed 4 
over the past years. 

Of course, there are risks in 
talking about politics, because people 
may disagree strongly. However, if the 
fellowship of any Branch is so brittle that 
it cannot survive genuine disagreement 
then it is a fellowship in name only, an 
not worth preserving. Those who seek to 
lead Toc H into a nice, cosy, insulated 
cul-de-sac, in which there is no risk of 
dissent on serious issues affecting us all, 
do the Movement a grave disservice, 


John Mitchell 
Ross-on-Wye 


The Abortion Debate 


In the same way as life does not end with 
death, so it does not begin at birth. It 
begins at conception. If this is not so, 
what is the point of keeping the Feast of 
the Annunciation? I presume that I am 
writing to fellow Christians, albeit fellow 
sinners. The Church has always taught 
that life begins at conception. 

When the Blessed Virgin went to 


Photo: Hackney Gazette 
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Toc H and Politics 


3 
1 Christine Cowton S onld nd 
was an isolated comment, 

matter a lot. Unfortunately, ei 

EO E‏ ی 

pa p who echo this sentiments R 
that does matter. Too many AE 
seem to share her concern ato it 
politics out of Toc H’ and it is impor : 
that, whenever this fallacy is advocated, 
i allenged. 
E E it would be contrary to 
the nature of Toc H for the Movement, aS 
a whole, to embrace or support any one 
political party, or any one political 
solution to a particular problem. We are 
meant to be a ‘mixture’ and ihat includes 
a mixture of political viewpoints. In 
‘Toc H Under Weigh’, Peter Monie 
warned of the dangers of Toc H becoming 
a sort of pressure group to back anyone’s 
special hobby ۰ That is what our 
predecessors meant when they argued 
that Toc H was not a political movement. 
Certainly, too, there are restrictions on 
Toc H, as a charity, using its financial 
resources for political action. 

However, our predecessors did, in 
their wisdom, hand on to us the Four 
Points of The Compass. It is worth 
reminding Christine Cowton that, in the 
current form, members are called upon, 
among other things ‘to study local, 
national and international conditions 
and their effect on others’, ‘to find their 
own convictions’ and ‘to influence 


letter (July issue) 


public opinion so that conflict may be 


Mark 3 (Hackney 


‘Please | 
Note 


Christmas Cards | 


Our stock of Toc H Christmas cards is 
now very low, so please send no orders 

. to Wendover this year. The total stock 
will be on sale at Central Council (7 - 9 
November). If you want Toc H cards 
this year, please ask your Central i 
Councillor to collect them for you. 


m ۳ 
loc H Diaries 198] | 
We expect to have the 1981 Diaries for | 
sale from the end of August 1980. 
With great difficulty, we have been 

` able to hold the printing cost almost 
down to last year’s level but, of 
course, since then postal charges have 
gone up again! So prices this year 
(including postage) will be 75p 
without pen) or 80p (with pen). You 
may order now from: Toc H| 
Publications Department, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP22 6BT. Please enclose remittance 
with order. 
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| 
Branches are responding more and 
more to our request that they pay for 
their Point Threes annually in advance 
— and this is an enormous help.,At " 
present, 514 Branches have bulk 
orders, so, at the start of this financial | 
year, we sent out 514 invoices to cover 
the period up to 31 March 1981. The 
total sum involved was £6,310. At the 
time of writing 433 Branches have 
paid £5,459. Additionally, more than 
a quarter of subscribing Branches are 
contributing towards the cost of 
postage. 


This is a very great improvement on 
anything we have known before and 
helps us materially in our fight to hold 
down the price. 


Can we now do better? Looking at the 
figure another way, we can see that 
81 subscribing Branches (representing 
a total of £851) have not yet paid up 
to March 1981 and that nearly three 
quarters of all subscribing Branches 
are not contributing towards the 
postage of their copies. 


` Most Branches have responded 
magnificently over the past year or so. 
What about the others? Let's have one — 


more heave! 


) residents raise fi ۲ نس‎ 
raise funds for their playscheme with a grand car wash. 
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Opinions expressed in these cohuns (including any editorial comment) are thase of the 


contributor and not necessarily these of the foo H Movement, We reverse the ruht to edit letters, “ 


Only letters carrying the correspondent’ fall name and uddress will be considered for publication, 


Many thanks to all the friends who sent 
their good wishes from the Festival. It 
must have been a wonderful weekend and 
I need hardly say that my thoughts were 
with you all. It was the first big London 
Festival I have missed since first joining 
LWH in 1932. 

It says so much for the spirit of 
Toc H that over the span of 48 years, 
one is remembered so warmly. I will 
greatly appreciate it if you can find 
space in Point Three for these remarks, 
as the best way I can say ‘Thank you, and 
God’s Blessings’ to all in Toc H who have 
helped to make my life so much wider 
and richer in every way. 

Our numbers in membership may 
not increase, but we must always bear in 
mind that, through the Fellowship and 
Service found within the Movement, 
many have passed on to carry out those 
same ideals in other fields — Church, 
Social Community and Charities. It isn’t 
numbers but results that count in the 
end. 

I must admit that I do regret that 
increasing disability prevents me from 
doing much I would like to do but 
through the wealth of loving friends I 
have been able to make J hope I may still 
be able to pass on something of the value 
of Service and the oneness of the whole 
family of mankind, within the circle left 
to me. 


Grace Heard 
Ruskington, Lincs 


Some letters have unavoidably been held 
over to a future issue dior 


Welcome 


The following Branches elected nêw 


members during May and June: 


5 —' Falmouth (j) 

4 — Glenrothes (j) 

2 — Buckingham (m), Denton (j), 
Exmouth (m), Parkhurst (w) 
Sunderland (j) 

1 — Alloa (j), Bognor Regis (j), 
Broadwater (w), Conway (m), 
Duns (m), Dunton Green (m) 
Earley (m), Hagley (m), Higham 
Ferrers (w), Kimberworth (j), 
Lodden Vale District, North 
Hinksey (j), Skegness (w), South 
Yorkshire District, Wrexham (j) 


A warm welcome to dd new nem hers 


have been utterly selfish, or indeed to 
couples who could not have children of 
their own. 

I can never understand the logic 
of those who argue that murder by 
abortion is all right, and all wrong by 
euthanasia. To my mind, the latter is 
more acceptable than the former. 

Having regard to the present 
rotten moral state of the country, I think 
that it is about time some of us stood up 
to be counted, and I would include 
members of Toc H among them. 


Revd A L Collins 
Southampton 


Thank You! = 


I acknowledge receipt of two cases of 
serviceable spectacles which have been 
handed over to our only Eye Specialist 
for distribution to those in need. 

Once again I thank you very much 
for your humanistic gesture shown to us. 


AS Chulu 
General Hospital, Mansa, Zambia 


This fetter is from a member who was 
prevented by ill health from joining the 
National Festival in London, Her 
daughter -- also a member -- had the 
ingenious idea of asking her mother’s 
friends to write greetings and messages on 
the Festival programme and Orders of 
Service. Grace Heard was so touched by 
the number of messages she received in 
this way that she had asked us to print 
her letter of thanks. 


Sussex) District mounted their annual holiday for 


visit her cousin Elizabeth to tell her that 
she was going to have a baby, Elizabeth 
said that‘the babe leaped in my womb’. 
In other words, John Baptist recognised 
his Saviour at the age of six months. 
Twenty four weeks! The present 
Abortion Act says that it is legal to have 
an abortion up to 28 weeks. Elizabeth, if 
she had been a British citizen, could have 
applied for an abortion on the grounds 
that (a) she was too old to look after a 
child, and (b) that her husband had had a 
stroke, and was incapable of work. On 
those grounds she would have obtained 
an abortion, there would have been no 
John Baptist, and God’s plan would have 
been spoilt. In the same way Mary herself 
could have obtained an abortion on the 
grounds that she was to become an 
unmarried Mother! 

And if that applies to two infants 
who were to play major parts in the 
world’s salvation, who is to say how 
much is lost to our nation and the world 
by the present slaughter of the innocents? 
(Well over 100,000 in 1978.) You will 
never convince me that 100,000 lives 
were at risk in that particular year. 

Do let’s be honest about all this. 
The vast majority of such conceptions 
occur through lust and drink; as always, 
the innocent suffer. With Beryl Smith 
(June Point Three), I happen to believe in 
the Ten Commandments. Having broken 
the Seventh, we then proceed to break 
the Sixth. 

And don’t tell me that abortion is 
better than a life of permanent physical 
handicap. Very often: this physical 
handicap has been the means of spiritual 
salvation to parents who would otherwise 


Earlier this year, Southdown (W 


disabled and elderly friends. They were lucky enough to catch a period of brilliant, 
warm sunshine. Most former leaders were still around and the volunteers included a 
splendid and invaluable SRN. Local Branches provided coffee, tea party and an 
excellent puppet show. The programme included visits to Swanbourne Lake and to a 
bird sancruary; sunbathing and shopping in Worthing; a busy day in Brighton; an 
evening at the opera (Carmen); a visit to Lancing College and Chapel; evening 
entertainment provided by the hotel. Southdown District pass on their warm thanks to 
everyone who helped make this a dream holiday — not least the drivers of the Regional 
minibus and the hotel which provided so much on such generous termis. 


fulfilled their aim. What more cap 
offer in the way of practical help? 4 
much more important, how can we iy 
our part in bringing about a change ¢ 
attitude, in creating a society in which 4 
people, whatever their age or frailty, will 
be valued for themselves? U 
After all, as 


be old sooner or later and it’s in our own 

interest to try and make being old a good 

experience. 
* 


* 1 

There has not been any 
opportunity before to mention the 
official opening of the Toc H Centre jp 
Leicester back in May. j 

The formal ceremony wag 
performed by Colonel Martin, the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County. Both he and | 
his wife have family connections with the 
Movement going back to the early days 
and it was a pleasure to have them with 
us. A long and happy day ended with a 
wine and cheese party attended by a large 
number of members and by 
representatives of the various 
organisations which use the house, This 
centre provides us with a valuable base, 
right in the heart of the city, from which 
to extend the influence of Toc H. As its 
work developes it will, I hope, make an 
increasingly significant contribition to the 
life of the Movement as a whole. 


The report refers to the oe 
a ‘deprived generation’. This is no 2 
because the growth in numbers OU et 
available resources. Much more si 4 
is the fact that old age has been devalu' 3 
‘From early times,’ says the cr 
‘most societies have paid pa 
respect to age. The elders have n 1 
consulted for their wisdom and ee 
assured of support in their weakness. 
It is not so now.’ The elderly now T 
too often implicitly regarded as Pe 
who have to be maintained and looke 
after and who no longer have any 
worthwhile contribution tO make. As 
T S Eliot put it in East Coker: 
There is, it seems to us, 
At best, only a limited value 
In the knowledge derived from 
experience. 
The knowledge imposes a pattern, 
and falsifies, 
For the pattern is new in every 
moment. 
The report is called Claim to be 
Heard and is published with a Guide to 
action entitled What Can We Do? They 
cost 90p each and can be obtained from 
Age Concern England, Marketing 
Department, Bernard Sunley House, 60 
Pitcairn Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 
3LL. Neither booklet has anything very 
new or startling to say, either in their 
philosophy or their practical suggestions, 
but if they succeed in reminding us again 
of this large area of need they will have 


From the 
DITE GIO, 


by Ken Prideaux-Brune 


‘We are living in a time of the “greying of 


the nations” °, said David Holman, the 
Director of Age Concern, speaking at the 
launch of the report of a Working Party 
set up by Age Concern to consider the 
role of religious bodies in caring for the 
elderly. The percentage of elderly people 
in the population is increasing rapidly. 
Indeed it has been calculated that of all 
those who have reached the age of 65 in 
the last 2,000 years, one third are alive 
today. 


Wanted: 


Warden for 
Colsterdale 


Have we in Toc H anyone who would 
like to act as warden/caretaker at the 
Colsterdale Centre near Masham, 
North Yorkshire from March to 
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Hon Angus Ogilvy, Toc H Vice-Patron, at Ș: 


the opening of a new garden at Holland X+ ۰ ۱ 
Having a splashing time! S E Essex 


Estate, Spitalfields. The garden was 


established by the Holland Park Residents 
Association which is actively supported 
by Toc H. Peter East MBE (L of picture) 
lives on the estate. 


District organised a sponsored swim to 
raise funds for playschemes for 100 
Shoebury youngsters. The swim raised 
£700. 


October inclusive? 

The job entails looking after 
the house and offering some local 
guidance to visiting parties. (All parties 
come with their own leader and are 
self catering). 

There is a self contained 
warden’s flat. Remuneration is 
negotiable. 

This is a tough but unique 
assignment offering the chance to 
spend the spring and summer in the 
beautiful Yorkshire Dales. Own 
transport is essential. 

For further details please apply 
to R Stayman, Colsterdale Secretary. 
244 Chatsworth Grove, Harrogate, 
North Yorkshire HG! 2EB. 
Telephone: Harrogate 61984. 


of New Addington gton 
(Surrey) Joint Branch ‘clowns around’ to 
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raise funds at the New Addi 
Carnival. 


to say that the dancers found it ‘a 
stupendous feeling dancing before a 
“sea of faces”. They were so high up and 
had such a good dance area. It appeared 
to me that they gave one of their best 
performances asa group...’ 


Continued on p 7 


In Central Hall Westminster, a large hall 
was available on Festival Saturday for 
members to meet, talk and even find a 
cup of tea! There were exhibition boards 
around the walls, illustrating aspects of 
the Toc H residential experience: these 
exhibits were manned all day and met 
their main purpose of providing gathering 
and talking points. We also had a heavily 
patronised Toc H sales point. The bad 
weather made this sheltered meeting and 
talking area a very popular rendezvous. 


Saturday afternoon gave us a Service in 
Westminster Cathedral which included a 
liturgical ballet (choreographed for the 
occasion by Toc H Vice-President 
Elizabeth Twistington Higgins, MBE) 
performed in the Sanctuary area by the 
Chelmsford Dancers. Elizabeth writes 


With the Festival over, it is almost 
invidious to pick out particular moments. 
The joys of meeting so many old friends, 
making new ones; the sharing of two 
wonderful services; the pleasure of the 
Festival evening and the challenging and 
thought provoking Sunday Forum. May 
thought lead into action, the exhilaration 
of the weekend lead Toc H into the new 
decade in purpose and growth. Wet 
weather could not dampen the spirits of 
those there, and nothing must dampen 
the spirit which guides our Movement. 

There were however three 
moments of participation during the All 
Hallows service which I will especially 
remember, but all were moments that 
could be repeated on other occasions. 
During the intercessions Greg Allen asked 
us to mention aloud those in trouble for 
whom we prayed individually. As I said 
‘Sarah, Ivy, Flora, John and his wife’... 
I could hear other names being murmured 
around me, and was conscious of a great 
amount of caring from our number. I 
know our silent prayers are heard, but 
this concept of care made me very aware 
of our total concern. 

Those minutes too of ‘passing 
peace’ not just to our neighbours, but 
moving across the aisles, into the chancel, 
were other moments which I found 
moving in the emotional as well as the 
physical sense. 

I was also impressed by the 
consecration of the elements, shared as it 
was by all the celebrants; of course, it is 
not often that one has ten celebrants, but 
a minister does not always celebrate 
alone, so this sharing too could have a 
wider relevance. 

Any sharing, any increased 
awareness, is an enrichment of our lives. 
Can we take these ideas back to our own 
parishes, if others, like me, found in the 
increased participation an increased 
understanding? 


Janet Rauch 
Chelmsford 


by 25 angelic looking choirboys, | 
an occasional word of the prayers و‎ 
readings drifted up to our height go , 
could only join in when there wae | 
murmur from the nave during 
responses. Leaning over the wide ma 
barrier we saw four of the dancers — fo 
heads and eight dancing feet to be ا‎ 
as one of the chandeliers (yes, we wi 
above them!) hid the bodies. Whispe E 
conversations during the sermo | 
introduced members from Barnet, 
Yorkshire and Newcastle. . . 1 

On the homeward coach journey | | 
was told there were 100 folk seated in the 
North Gallery, this information given by 
members of a neighbouring Branch who 
had also made a last minute arrival at the 
Cathedral and seated in the South 
Gallery, whiled away the time during the 
‘silent’ sermon counting the crowd on the 
opposite ۰ 

In Toc H, a partially silent 
Festival Service can also be enjoyable. 


Freda Parker 
Rushden, Northants 


other topics, please ۱ 
Forun’ Editor 


provided the only lighting! May 1 suggest 
that in order to stop this latest craze; 
which seems to happen at any pI“ 


performance now, we have 3 no 
photographs’ ban at the next Festival. 
Bob Chubb 


Shirehampton, Bristol 


pra 


After sampling the delicious home a 
buffet at Mary Sumner House (than At 
SE Region members) we set out to Y 8 
to Westminster Cathedral. Our 2 
that time consisting of five women 
one man, it was inevitable when reac ue 
the Army & Navy Stores that we ag : 
go in for just a few minutes! . . - BY i 
number of Toc H badges and friendly 
‘hellos’ it was obvious that members from 
all over the country had popped in for a 
quick look around. . - Suddenly, ‘It's 
2.50! Hastily we found the nearest 
exit and sped to the Cathedral. Here 1 
parted from the home town group and 
joined friends from the Watford 
Branches. 

On entering the Cathedral we 
were told by stewards that there was only 
room in the galleries; young men opened 
the iron gates to the stairway and the 
rather long, winding climb commenced. 
The gallery we reached was wide and 
lined by a single row of benches, but, 
within minutes, stewards were hurriedly 
arranging more seating accommodation as 
other, slightly breathless, folk joined us. 
The joyful singing of a Toc H 
congregation rose up as the choir 


procession moved along the aisles, led 


evening spoilt the entertainment, and the 
words and music, by insisting on takine 
photographs. As any reference to their 
instruction leaflets with their flash unit 
will let them know that the maximum 
effective distance for normal flash is 
about 20 feet, they were also wastin 
money. The lighting from the aie 


estivial 


The idea of using Westminster Cathedral 
(RC) was a step along the road to 
ecumenical unity. However, due to the 
large numbers at the service, half the 
floor space had insufficient seating. Those 
who were directed upstairs lost out 
completely, because not a word of the 
Service could be heard clearly. Were there 
any amplifiers, and were they 
functioning? Buttresses of the structure 
were so far toward the centre from the 
walls, that it needed a curved periscope 
to overcome this ‘blackout’ of the scene 
below. It was noted that the organist 
had a TV screen on the right of the 
console, to guide him in the Service's 
progress. 

Would it not have been more 
satisfactory if tickets for the Service had 
been issued? A note in the instructions 
for those attending could ask this 
question, so that satisfaction for members 
would be assured... 

Overriding these ‘shortfalls’ the 
evening events had the ‘feel’ of a family 
night with friends, enjoyable and 
stimulating. 


W E Bruton 
Newbury, Berks 


Just a small comment on the Festival — 
no, it is not a criticism of the production 
— only of the activities of a small 
minority of those attending — The 
‘Maniac Flashers’ (I quickly point out 
that this was not anything indecent!) It 
was those with their cameras and 
electronic flashes who throughout the 
8 
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ý 
Christine and Martin Wenham 
the evening's sreat hits. 


5 
ane af Southampton ® ‘Magpies’ open tie the Beatles’ 
evening with their psvehodelic version of 


You Neel Is Love 


TAG with their specially composed calypso. 


John Hull gets carried away! 


ostrich, This can only lead to the end of 
a fine Movement — and it seems as if 
hope is all there is. 


Name and address supplied 


Many of our younger members wife AY 
though noi abvavs in evidence! ۵ 
from  Southamgron, — Snepfield umi 
Dirham travelled down te nthe part in 
the Sanday Festival emmy. Others 
ald as stewards, uid Oxil 
points aad generally worked ver hard in 
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Continued on pt0\ 9 


I had been looking forward to the Toc H 
Festival night for a long time but the 
night itself proved to be one of 
depression for me. Not because of the 
Festival itself — all those involved should 
be congratulated on their performances. 

My dismay was only at what the 
evening represented: it seemed as if I was 
the only member of the audience under 
the age of 55. If this was a representation 
of the family of Toc H, where were the 
lower age group, the youth of Toc H? It 
made the rest of the evening quite 
desultory — a pointless exercise in back 
slapping and introspection when the 
Movement should be looking with 
concern at what is happening to it. There 
cannot be a future without youth — and 
how can the Movement look forward to 
the 80s without them? 

Perhaps the audience was not a 
typical representation — perhaps peaple 
are concerned -— perhaps this was 
discussed on the following day, when 1 
was unable to attend. One can only hope 


what avaice! Toe H isnot becoming like the proverbial 


ung 


Soprano Gillian ۸ 


employed in fighting crime. If Canon 
Cestreicher wants to be a true foliowe; 
of Christ, and if he believes his message jg 
a true one, then let him seek martyrdom 
in the old fashioned way, and preach his 
doctrine in the Red Square to the 
‘unbelievers’. . . 

‘The problem whether our two 
political systems can co-exist is outside 
the scope of Toc H as a Movement, but it 
does not prevent individual members 
taking an intelligent interest in it. Neither 
system works very well at the moment, 
because it’s all too obvious that Homo 
sapiens is not perfect and so cannot 
produce a perfect result. 

To survive, the world needs better 
people, and Toc H members are dedicated 
to making themselves better persons. 
That is quite something to aim at! Let 
Toc H leadership support us in this every 
day battle: we are the infantry in Christ’s 
Army; there are enough Generals and 
Technical Advisers already. 

(2) As regards the rest of the 
afternoon, the only thought I got from 
the four wise men and women on the 
platform was that we must plan bravely 
and be prepared to make unpalatable 
decisions, like closing down Toc H 
Branches that were in decline. 1 am glad I 
knew Toc H in the ‘30s! Jack 
Stephenson, Con Tacal and I were ‘urged’ 
to leave Harlesden Branch and start a 
Grope at Neasden. very 
fortunate to pick up almost immediately 
a lorry driver, a milk roundsman and a 
welder, But I am sure we would not have 
held our ground but for the support of 
members of the HQ staff, such as Geoff 
Martin, as well as other Branch members 
from the surrounding District. We 
progressed to Group, and then took the 
name of Willesden Branch. There had 
been such a Branch once, but it had 
‘died’. Staff people had time to spare 
then to attend very small groups to 
encourage them. And they grew. Dead 
wood had been pruned but new growth 
nurtured. Is it now to be all secateurs and 
no sowing? 


LC Burnham 
Enfield, Middlesex 


I would like to say a very sincere ‘thank 
you’ to all concerned in the organisation 
and running of the wonderful Toc H 
Festival in London. A tremendous 
amount of thought and work must have 
gone into it all and I enjoyed every 
moment. 


Pat Barter 
Clacton on Sea, Essex 


nrang 
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Saturday but they worked flat out on 
Sunday in the Tower Moat. 


an easy prey to military might does real 
harm to the cause of peace. If the leaders 
of the anti-nuclear campaign think that 
we should disarm and accept Communism 
without a struggle, then let them say so. 
If they as a last resort are willing to use 
our military defences, but want our 
soldiers, sailors and airmen to fight back 
without the use of nuclear weapons, 
hoping the enemy would observe the 
same rules, then they should say so, and 
leave it to us to judge whether such a 
proposal is reasonable. 

If, when all is said and done, we 
are not prepared to accept Russian 
overlordship, we should say so, loudly 
and clearly. It is as much in the interests 
of the Russian people and the others in 
the Warsaw Pact area, as in those of the 
rest of us, that nothing should encourage 
anybody to start a nuclear war. 

Too much energy is being used in 
‘protests’, with waving banners, shouting 
of slogans and, often, provocation of the 
escorting police who could be better 


O ( 0 IS t 
At the Family Gathering on Sunday 
afternoon, chaired by our Vice-Patron, 
the main speaker was Canon Paul 
Oestreicher, Chairman of the British 
Section of Amnesty International. He was 
followed by a team discussion involving 
Tom Gulliver, Rose Radford, Peter 
Clayton and Gilbert Francis, with the 
Director holding the ring. 
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Toc H Mobile Canteens from BAOR were 
a godsend. We had licensing problems on 


Had the excellent words of Keith Rea in 
your Guest Editorial (May issue) been 
given the attention they deserve, we 
would have been spared a misused 
opportunity at the Family Gathering in 
Central Hall on our Festival Sunday ... 

(1) I was surprised that Canon 
Paul Oestreicher was allowed so much 
time without any other point of view 
being presented. He said he came as a 
refugee from Hitler. The Nazis 
represented a strong nationalistic force, 
and their leaders were encouraged in their 
aggression by the weakness of the 
apparently decadent peace loving 
democracies. 1 am sure that our political 
leaders are even better informed than the 
Canon of the results of nuclear war, and 
arẹ just as anxious as he is that their 
families and friends should not be 
obliterated. 

The fable of the lamb and the 
wolf is just as true as ever, and anything 
that gives the Russian leaders the idea 


services at a 
simple and direct mess 
term on Central Cour 
holding office in the A 
Teams . . . He never wavered f 
fundamentals of Toc H, which I am su: 
have influenced many of those who had 
the privilege of knowing him. 

JAH 
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We have heard from Hayes (Kent) of the 
death in June of former member and 
founder of Hayes Women’s Branch, Edith 
Cogswell. ‘Mum’, as she was universally 
known, was an enthusiastic and popular 
worker and will be greatly missed. 


The Secretary of Newcastle (Staffs) Joint 
Branch has written to tell us that three 
former members of their Branch died 
recently. All three had left only through 
age or disability, had kept in close touch 
to the end and will be much missed. 
They are: Arnold Ridge, Ethelwyn 
Parrish and Flo Mitchell. 


We give thanks for their lives 


by Revd John Hull 


want to sustain such work for the 
Tubby Clayton Fund and taking up a 
collection at a Rededication Service 
presents this opportunity. Why not make 
Michaelmas a time for that, especially as 
it is a season when Ordinations take 
place? 


The World Chain of Light presents us 
with a different challenge. The beauty of 
this is that it can take place anywhere and 
1 often think the small group is the best — 
wherever it usually meets. The more 
Lamps lit the better. One thing that I 
believe we’ve missed out on in latter years 
is the exchange of greetings from one 
group to ۰ 


Michaelmas is a Church Festival — which 
Toc H has made its own — and offers 
opportunity for a church service and 
Rededication. 


The World Chain is Toc H’s own — and 
best happens, I believe, just where we are. 


These are things that I believe need 
considering among Branches and Districts 
to make more effective use of these 
special times, when we think and pray for 
each other in Toc H world wide. 


لح ي ي 
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We will Renî 


George Knight Turner died on 1} May, 
aged 82. He was latterly a Medway and 
Sheppey District member but joined 
Rainham, Kent, Branch in 1931 and was 
an active member of the old Kent Area 
Team and Guard of the Lamp for many 
years as well as Chairman of the District 
Team. He was Headmaster of Rainham 
Church of England School for 19 years. 
Between the wars and after he was very 
concerned for young children and with 
Rainham Branch organised boys’ camps 
for poorer children. Rainham as well as 
Toc H will miss him and his counsel. 

FA 


Paignton Branch and South Devon 
suffered a great loss in the death of Cyril 
Lloyd in May, aged 77. Cyril was a very 
active member of Crewkerne Toc H when 
I first met him, and we became great 
friends. He was always successful in 
finding new members for the Movement, 
was a faithful member of his Church and 
a lay preacher. He took an active part in 
the weekend camps held by the South 
Somerset District, was always full of fun 


Prayer across the 


I believe there is a difference between the 
World Chain of Light and Michaelmas 
that needs to be seen more clearly. 


Michaelmas is something rich that the 
Women’s Association brought to Toc H 
and it presents us with a growing 
opportunity. The Feast of St Michael and 
All Angels — a great testival of the 
Church — is a time when the Gospel for 
the Day reminds us that Jesus 
commended ‘child likeness’ as something 
fundamental in the living out of the 
Christian Faith. 1 feel this presents an 
opportunity for Thanksgiving and 
Dedication. Michaelmas could well be a 
time for each District to have a 
Rededication Service and I would 
personally like this to become the norm. 
On the positive side it would provide an 
opportunity to take up a collection for 
the Tubby Clayton Fund, whose specific 
task is to help a growing number of 
ordinands from the various 
denominations. Over the last few years, 
together with the Toc H All Hallows 
Trust, 70 people at various stages of 
training have become a part of our 
fellowship in this way. At the present 
rate — and with increasing demand — we 
could run out of funds, and we are 
prepared to. However, I think you might 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In March 
C W ‘Bill’ Barnes (Milton & Eastney) 
Hilda Triscott (Plympton) 


In April 
William J Cowley (Sale) 


In May 

Ivy E Abbott (Cardiff) 

Gordon R Best (St Austell) 

Fred N Brook (Huddersfield District) 
Marjorie E Chivers (Saltford) 

E J ‘Eddie’ Edwards (Strode Park & 
Herne) 

Willoughby A T Holmes (Melton 
Mowbray) 

Cyril M Lloyd (Paignton) 

Joan H Payne (Hunstanton) 

Rev Wm P J Darbyshire-Robert (Colwyn 
Bay) 

H F ‘Bert’ Taylor (Gravesend) 

‘G K’ Turner (Medway & Sheppey 
District) 

Harold O White (South East Herts 
District) 

Geoffrey Wilson (Melton and Charnwood 
District) 


In June 

Irene C Milner (Newcastle, Staffs) 
Thomas A Price (Bournemouth and 
Christchurch) 

Margaret E Simpson (Dover) 

George E Smith (Tyneside and Wearside 
District) 


Milton and Eastney (Hants) Men’s Branch 
have sent us a note on their member Bill 
Barnes who died in March, “. . . he hada 
very strict code of life which he sought to 
fulfil. He was straight and honest and 
genial even through his time of suffering. 
A regular Toc H member, Bill was always 
ready to express himself and to undertake 
work amongst the less fortunate... He 
will ‘be remembered by many with 
gratitude, and hopefully his example 
copied’, 


Hunstanton (Norfolk) Women’s Branch 
ask us to record the death of their Pilot, 
Joan Hannah Payne in May at the age of 
60. ‘. . . we shall miss her greatly and so 
will the many who have known her here 
and in Holt...’ 


The Secretary of Newbury (Men’s) 
Branch has written to tell us of the death 
in May at the age of 75 of a former 
Chairman of their Branch, Reginald 
Albert Churches. 


— 


So Far, a Success Story! 


In 1975, part of our Diamond Jubilee Project focussed on providing a well and health centre for 


Toc H India who 
know that Toc H 


Pannikampatti in S India. Thanks to vhat we gave then — and to the work | 
celebrated their Golden Jubilee in the same year — those who live in the distr 


cares. Since 1977, a qualified and experienced doctor has worked in the village which is the centre 
for an area housing some 30,000 Hindus — nearly all of them landless labourers, For the first time in 


or 40 kilometres 


their lives, the sick do not need to trudge 10 kilometres to the nearest dispensa 


to the nearest hospital bed. The Pannikampatti health centre is now treating some 350 patients 


also been able to make a start at tackling malnutrition and immunising children. The 


a month. 


j 


and enabled the resident doctor to expand the range of his work. He now runs tv 
villages. talking informally about hygiene, sanitation and the way: 
diseases.. He has 


surrounding 


_doctor-still travels everywhere on a bicycle-and his assistants walk: so far they have not been able 


سس 


j to afford the small van they urgently need. 


~~ But they are progressing. Toc H India is poor but their members and friends are contributing liberally 
towards running costs. Their experience of other centres suggests that they become self supporting 


H India is already making plans to set up cottage industries 
in the area and to improve food production. 


enerosity, we can finish the job. The District authorities have 
to build a hospital and house the doctor and the nurse. The 


within three to four years. Indeed, Toc 


“The Second Mile’ 


Right now, if we show imagination an 


given Toc H India the land on whicl 


building — including wiring for electricity, drainage and a protected water supply — will cost around 
£12,500. If each one of us gives £1 or more, we can finish in our Festival Year the job we started in 
our Diamond Jubilee Year. What a wonderful way for all of us to say ‘Thank You!’ for all the 


benefits we enjoy! 


. How to Do It! 


The Finance Secretary has opened a special account to take our contributions. This account is open, 
now and will be closed on 31 October 1980. We shall announce the total at this year’s Central: 
Council. Please send your donations (minimum £1) to George Barnett, Finance Secretary, Toc H, 
_ 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. All cheques should be made payable to 


‘Toc H’. Please mark the envelope ‘Pannikampatti 1980”. 


i 
Let’s show what we can do now. The whole sum raised, without any deductions, will be passed direct 


4) | 


Sote tor comparison purposes, the 

approximate distance irom the 

Pannikampatti Health Centre (3) to the 

Government Health Centre (4) is 
10 Kin. 
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` to Toc H India earmarked for the hospital building only. 
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` PANNIKAMPAT 


shall we finish the jo 
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by Revd C M White 


Consider some of the problems. There is 
greed for power and influence — not just 
the expansionism of the USSR but the 
petty desire for control that influences 
everyone in our society from car park 
attendants to politicians. 


There are the refugees, the hungry, the 
displaced people. What can and should 
our world do about them — not just the 
palliatives of the charitable handout but a 
pattern of more equitable distribution? 
Or to pose the question, more directly, 
are we prepared in England to take a 
lesser share of the world’s goods in order 
that someone somewhere else can have a 
more equal share? 


There is unemployment. What are the 
solutions to the out of work person’s 
demand for the right to work? Not just 
the palliativies about dole, or job creation 
programmes or even early retirement, but 
the more judicious sharing of 
opportunities? Even more particularly, 
what can we do about thinking through a 
whole new approach to work like, for 
instance, do people actually have to work 
to prove something about themselves? 
That goes very deep in our society. If 
we want to get to know a stranger we 
tend to ask questions and the key 
question we always want an answer to, is 
‘what do you do for a living?’ What is 
wrong with someone being paid enough 
money to live a life? Could that not be a 
new approach? 


There are the twin problems of pollution 
and conservation — of oil, of uranium, of 
water, of energy and so on. These two 
things are unavoidably linked for if we 
did not use so much uranium, for 
instance, as an energy resource we would 
not pollute so much of the world with its 
by-products. 


Consider multi-culturism. Much of our 
country is now inhabited by people who 
came from other places. To us, the host 
community, much of their origins, their 
culture, their language, their food, their 
habits and their faith are alien — in the 
best sense of that word. Whatever 
politicians say, they are here to stay. 
It is true that they have to adapt to cope 
with our way of life but that cannot be a 
one-sided thing — if we are to live side by 
side then we shall have to adapt as well, 
and that’s at a purely practical level. If 
we go on to an ideological level we realise 
that our common humanity, not to 
mention the commands of Christ Himself, 
draws us to take them to our hearts and 
to show them of His love and ours. And 
their presence also faces us with or 

Continue ۱۲۰۱۰۲ وه‎ 


Continual reduction of our Movement’s 
life to a programme of good works. 
Please do not misunderstand me. I am 
not attempting to belittle good works: 
they are truly good and therefore 
valuable but they have taken over too 
much of the Movement’s life blood and 
existence. The pattern of service in this 
Movement was meant to be an illustration 
of its deeper purposes. I think that that 
deeper purpose was to be a sharp-edged 
Christian social witness capable of 
identifying the key concern to Christians: 
issues like racism, poverty, false 
government policy and economic 
injustice for example. Ought we not, for 
instance, to be saying something as a 


Movement about the social ethics 
underlying the cuts in 
public spending, or are we too 


comfortable and cosy to get involved? 


Are we too apathetic to care about these 
things? Is it a question of ‘the giant is 
sleeping: how can we wake it up? 


That is perhaps one way of putting the 
question. There are others: ‘How do we 
give Toc H a sense of mission?’ ‘What is 
Toc H’s task?’ ‘How do we move forward 
from here?’ ‘How do we push out the 
frontier of our involvement?’ ‘How do we 
extend this Movement’s influence?’ I am 
certain that the answers to all these 
questions lie first and foremost in prayer 
and the summation of that prayer must, 
for me at any rate, be in thase words 
from our Lord’s own exemplary prayer 
‘<. . Your Kingdom Come.’ Modern 
Biblical scholarship recognises the 
Kingdom of God as the central theme of 
Jesus’ preaching. The petition ‘Your 
Kingdom Come’ is also a cry of the 
heart from God’s children today. The 
massive and wasteful armaments race, 
monetary and energy crisis, the problems 
of food production and distribution — all 
give urgency to this appeal from the 


Lord's Prayer. (One World — the 
Magazine of the World Council of 
Churches No 54 March 1980 p10). 


These are the issues that are facing the 
family of man. Some say we stand on 
the brink of a holocaust. Who can judge 
that one? But surely the very doubts that 
exist in people’s minds about that inspire 
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In the 1980s, Christian mission is no 
longer just about preaching the Gospel. 
It is concerned with all the problems of 
mankind — with refugees and multi. 
culturalism; with international issues and 
with politics and questions of differing 
faith; with unemployment and with new 
technology and health; with the poor and 
needy, with minorities, with human 
rights, with natural resources and moral 
problems and pollution; with industrial 
unrest and disorder; with education, 
with old age and with mothers and young 
children. Today, Christian mission is 
concerned with the whole of mankind 
and all a man’s needs and, in fostering 
that concern, it is actually preaching the 
Gospel of Jesus as well. 


These goals of the Church are also the 
aims of our Movement. We talk about 
building the Kingdom in the hearts of 
men — these things are the make-up of 
the Kingdom of God. But man cannot 
set up the Kingdom of God on earth on 
his own. The realisation of the Kingdom 
is achieved as a result of a wrestling 
match between the Spirit of God, 
working in us and our own lower nature. 
(Revd Mostyn Davies). 


In other words man’s major contribution 
is going to be through careful and 
prayerful concern and through his 
fellowship with other people, with his fair 
thinking about other people and in his 
service to other people. But first and 
foremost it must be the prayer that we 
need to turn our attention to. As I see it, 
Toc H continuously lives in one major 
atmosphere of danger -- the danger of the 


Î | us all to a sense of urgency — hopefully 


to the sort of urgency that led St Peter 
to write in his first letter ‘the end of all 
things is at hand’. Surely that sense of 
urgency will lead us to take recognition 


of our society more actively. We cannot 


tell the day or the hour when it shall be 
but we do need to be ready for its 
coming: 


۱ تور‎ wr 
Revd Crispin White is a member of the |j 
staff of the Mid-Eastern Region. This f 
article is the substance of an address he j 
wave earlier this year at a training 


weekend organised hy the South ا‎ | 


Region, Editor 
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maybe perhaps more than one aspect of 
the problem and actually trying to do 
something to solve it. 


By and large, I believe, Toc H is quite 
good, as a leaflet once said at ‘getting 
things done’. But are we so good at 
finding out why they need doing? I think 
we have to overcome some of our own 
problems if we are to make a real 
contribution. What are Toc H's 
problems? I would list some of them like 
this: lack of a sense of direction; of a 
sense of identity; of a real sense of 
family. An intensity of parochialism and 
an overriding apathy that chokes. There 
is a need for stimulation and a new sense 
of leadership. We must overcome the 
feeling of uselessness brought on by a 
removal of some former roles. 


I think that in the next decade, as life 
almost daily becomes more complicated, 
we shall need to be a little more careful 
in our choices of action. We need to stop 
and devote more of our time to the 
examination of the issues that face 
mankind and to use that reflection not 
only as the purpose for feeding our action 
but as a contribution to the human race 
of which we are all part. 


Above all our role should be one of 
prayer for there we have a distinctive role 
to play and a powerful one. Jt does, 
however, need to be informed prayer and 
that means that we must tackle some of 
the things I have tried to bring out. We 
need to be informed in our prayer and 
then we can really pray ‘ . Your 
Kingdom Come.’ 


The 1980s are a time of challenge to us 
all and not least to the Movement. There 
are all manner of challenges that we are 
facing. Can we be strong enough to tackle 
them? I believe that we can, and my 
prayer is that we will. That way, as we 
pray ‘Your Kingdom Come’ so it will 
begin to be and then His will be the 
power and the glory as well. 
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Christine Connolly is a member 


of 
Woolston (Warrington) Group and Vice- 
Chairman of Warrington District. Over 


the Whit weekend, Woolston Group 
members took part in a sponsored 
Parachure jump to raise funds and send 
sick people to Lourdes. They raised 
approximately £1,000. 


programme of growing up and if our 
society actually paid a little more 
attention to it instead of leaving it to the 
state then our prisons might not be so full 
of people in later life and vandalism 
might actually die out for the first time in 
man’s history. 


Then, moral issues. Not the kind of 
empty moralism that Mrs Whitehouse 
allows herself to be carried away with — 
that is an empty shell of morality in my 
belief. It bears little resemblance to real 
humanity, pure humanity, sanctified 
humanity. But moral issues are there for 
us to face — moral issues about bringing 
up and educating young minds; about 
marriage; about life and death, about 
advances in medical skills. How do we 
build into our society ways of coping 
with the moral problems that our society 
creates and what are the moral 
consequences of such things as a just 
share of the world’s resources, or 
questions about the right of people to 
move from one society or country to 
another? We live in one world and we 
cannot escape from it — it is about time 
that al] humanity began to realise this — 
and it is a very small world. The nature 
of the communications that we have in 
the world make it smaller every day and 
the greatest growth industry in our one 
world is the industry of information. 


Those are just some of the issues, some 
of the problems. It is not as black as it 
sounds. Perhaps it is more overwhelming 
because we are more aware of it. But 
these problems have been there for the 
human race ever since homo sapiens 
became an identifiable species. Perhaps 
the nature of our progress, of our 
evolution, now is that man is much more 
aware of the nature of his being. 


By this time you may be wondering 
where all this is leading. What, you may 
be asking, has all this got to do with 
Toc H? Well, simply, Toc H is part of the 
one world. What do we as a Movement 
have to contribute? I believe, two main 
things. Firstly we have a sense of calling, 
of vocation to be the vehicle of Christian 
social witness and by being prepared to 
get our hands dirty in actually giving that 
witness. Secondly we have a major 
resource to offer, the resource of people, 
people who are prepared to spend and be 
spent of themselves in carrying out that 
witness. 


So how are we going to work out those 
things. how are we going to use those 
gifts in one world as a Movement? It 
seems to me thal there are two ways in 
which a Movement such as ours can 
respond to the needs of the world. One 
of them is by looking at the needs, 
sharing them with one another and 
attempting to answer the questions that 
we produce for each other about them. 
The other is by seeing a small aspect or 
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challenges. There is the challenge of 
their differing faith from ours — what 
their presence is saying to us here and 
what Christ is calling us to do. And their 
position at the bottom of the muck heap 
of British society. They have come in, in 
the main, though with obvious exceptions 
at the bottom of the social scale, doing 
the bottom rank jobs. But the people 
who have traditionally done these jobs 
have always been at the bottom of the 
pile in social and financial stature. The 
fact that the people who are now in this 
position are easily identifiable because of 
the colour of their skin is merely to 
produce the effect, as it were, of holding 
up a candle to the evils of our society. 
What are we going to do about that one 
as a community? Why should it be that 
just because a man, of whatever colour, 
who because of a lack of opportunity, or 
a broken home or because of poor 
educational achievement or because of a 
combination of these and other things 
now cleans the public lavatories, is poorly 
paid, poorly thought of and poorly 
placed in our society? Every sparrow is 
worth as much as each other in the sight 
of God we are told and yet there is little 
justice or peace in our world. 


And talking of justice and peace, what 
about that in industry? Is the closed 
shop a just way of organising labour? Is 
it right that directors of boards of 


companies should be able to make 
decisions about the future of the 
company in isolation or should that kind 


of decision be taken by everyone who 
works for the company? How can we 
transform the working relationships of 
people in our world so that there really 
is justice and peace? We must make no 
mistake that if we cannot get these things 
right and cannot break down these kinds 
of barriers, then there will be an 
explosion such as we cannot contain. 


Then, too, what about justice and peace 
in the pattern of family life across the 
world? What about the homeless and 
those who live in shacks? What about 
those in this country who still, even now, 
have no proper toilet in their homes? 
What about those who are oppressed by 
ruthless landlords and what about the 
landlords who are oppressed by ruthless 
legislation which forces them to spend 
where they cannot afford to do so for 
the benefit of those tenants who could do 
so if they were not so greedy for 
themselves? Where is the justice here? 
And what about the rights of children — 
to Jove and care and education, as well as 
discipline? Yes, I believe children actually 
have a right to discipline: it is part of the 
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Congratulations 


The following members received the 
award of MBE in HM The Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List: 

Albert Tattum, Chairman of Leigh 
Lancs) Joint Branch, for public service 
in the Leigh and Wigan areas. 

Charles William (‘Charlie’) Brown, an 
active member of Northallerton 
(N Yorks) Joint Branch since the early 
1950s. Charlie, 88 years old this 
August, was at one time a Baptist lay 
preacher and has been a church worker 
alf his life. He remains active with the 
Branch and in his post as Chaplain’s 
Assistant, HM Prison, Northallerton. 


Sue McWilliam, former Point Three 
editor, gave birth to her second child 
— a daughter, Catherine Anne — on 
14 June. We all send our 
congratulations and best wishes. 


the Branch writes to thank all those 
friends who have collected for them 
during the year. They have enlarged their 
circle of supporters each year and find 
they are more and more often being 
asked to explain just what Toc H is. As 
the circle of collectors widens, so the 
number of coins increases: in 1975, their 
tally was 1,200 and last year it was 7,470. 
Well done West Central! 


@ David and Clare Currant, Wardens of 
Cuddesdon House, write: ‘On the 
afternoon of Saturday 14 June, 
Cuddesdon House was opened to visitors 
from Cuddesdon village and around. The 
idea was to enable local people to look at 
the house and grounds, to meet Toc H 
members and, hopefully, to satisfy their 
curiosity about Toc H and the new 
occupants of the former Bishop’s House. 
In spite of the poor weather there was a 
good turn out and much interest shown. 
Everyone was given a welcome and the 
opportunity to ask questions, thanks to 
support from Wendover HQ and members 
from North Bucks and Lindley Branch 
{the resident party that weekend). Special 
thanks also to Pat Turner, Spike and 
Mary who looked after the teas for us. We 
met many neighbours whom we had not 
previously seen and made a number of 
other useful contacts — a pleasant 
occasion which no doubt we shall repeat 
in future years! 


Lost! 


A silver propelling pencil of great 


sentimental value to the owner was 
lost at Central Hall Westminster during 
the Festival. Any news, please, to the 
Editor who will pass it on. 


John Biggerstaff (Mid-Eastern Regional 
staff), Colonel Andrew Martin 
(Leicestershire 's Lord Lieutenant), Sheila 
Holt (Branch Chairman) and Mrs Martin. 


@ Brandon (Suffolk) Men's and Women’s 
Branches are taking a full part in Cam 
District’s Festival year project to provide 
a camping holiday for problem children. 
Each Branch in the District was asked to 
raise £100 towards this District effort. 
Brandon Women’s Branch ran a 
sponsored ‘knit-in’ and a coffee morning; 
the Brandon Branches jointly held a 
highly successful ‘mini-fete’ in a 
member’s garden. The fete — postponed 
by rain but eventually held on a perfect 
day — raised £165. The ‘knit-in’ and 
coffee morning took them comfortably 
over their target figure. 


@ For the fifth year running, 
Northampton Branches have taken a 
coach load of elderly and infirm people 
on a day’s outing to Misterton Hall, near 
Lutterworth. The heavy rain cleared in 
time for a stroll in the grounds and an 
excellent tea provided by the Women’s 
Branch. Our Northampton correspondent 
Ted Curry tells us that Mr and Mrs 
Craven, the owners of Misterton House. 
have opened their grounds — with lake, 
water fowl and now a nature trail — to 
organised parties for the last nine years, 
during which 45,000 visitors have been 
welcomed. If you want to pay a visit, 
write to: Age Concern (Leics), 6 St 
Martin’s, Leicester LEI SDB. 


@ West Central (London) Women’s 
Branch have sent an interesting story of 
one of their fund raising activities. Five 
years ago, one of their members died 
from cancer. The Branch decided that 
they would start to collect ‘tiddlers’ — 
those tiny #p coins — and send the 
proceeds to the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund. They have raised a total of 
£106.55 or — as they prefer to say — 
on 21,310 occasions a friend or colleague 
has given a thought for Toc H and for all 
those suffering from cancer. Once a year, 


— 


Photo: Leicester Mercury 


سے 


a 


U 


Picture taken at the formal opening in 
May of the Mid-Eastern Region’s 
Headquarters in Leicester. L to R are: 
Ken Prideaux-Brune, (Director, Toc H) 


In Brief... 


We hear that Ashby de la Zouch Branches 
had a hectic Festival Week! On Sunday 
they held a well attended Thanksgiving 
Service in the Congregational Church. On 
Monday, they joined in the town’s 
Carnival, manning a ‘Pot Shy’ and a 
Toc H exhibition which attracted much 
interest. Tuesday was the occasion of a 
wine and cheese party for all the 
Branches’ guest speakers. From Tuesday 
to Friday, local camera clubs used the 
Branch rooms for an exhibition of 
photography and of old cameras, with 
Toc H members acting as stewards. On 
Wednesday, members showed Monty 
Python and Buster Keaton films in a 
local school. On Thursday the Ladies 
enjoyed a splendid Fashion Show. 
Friday’s Buffet dance was a ‘sell out’, 
with 200 dancers on the floor. On 
Saturday and Sunday, the seemingly 
inexhaustible Ashby members were in 
London for the National Festival (‘the 
best Festival yet’, they tell us). Over the 
weekend they had the bonus of being 
able to renew acquaintance with Belgian 
friends they had met in Poperinge only 
two weeks earlier. All went well and 
everyone survived, thanks to meticulous 
planning, which started as soon as the 
National Festival was announced. Can 
any Branch cap this story of a marathon 
Festival week? 


@ Tunbridge Wells (Kent) Women’s 
Branch celebrated their 50th birthday in 
May this year. The rededication service, 
attended by a ‘large number of members 
and friends was conducted by Revd 
Gordon Clark. At the party afterwards, 
the centre piece was a magnificent 
birthday cake, carrying, of course, 50 
candles, 


by Joh nF 


Indoors, guests were offered a good 
English cup of tea, and slices from a huge 
fruit cake generously baked by John 
Botting’s wife Betty; they also enjoyed 
buying, as a contribution to Talbot 
House, several jars of her delicious home 
made marmalade. ۱ 


This was the school’s fourth visit. Each 
time we have been glad to hear of their 
appreciation of the unique atmosphere of 
the Old House as a base for the 
interesting excursions which have helped 
with history; moreover, that they have 
treasured the spirit of Talbot House. It 
was not a Toc H party, but you wouldn’t 
have known the difference — or would 
you? Getting people into Toc H is good; 
to see Toc H getting into people is far 
more wonderful. 


What a marvellous start to the season. 
Well done, the School! 


International Year 1 
of the Disabled | 


J 
1981 has been designated 


‘International Year of the Disabled’. 
During that year, we hope to feature 
in Point Three some of the vast range 
of Toc H work with the disabled. 
From now on, please make a special 
point of letting me know what you are 
doing in this field. And, of course, 
photographs will be particularly 
welcome (clear black and white prints, 
please). — Editor 


Lake District. A cosy 


compact 
detached house at Windermere for all year 
round holidays. Close Fells for walking and 


modern 


views. Fully and comfortably equipped. 
3 bedrooms. Sleep 5. Easy to run house. 
Centrally heated. Television. Reasonable 
terms. Reduced if two only. No pets. 
Mrs Faulkner, Longfield, One Trec Lane, 
Beaconsfield. Telephone: 4769. 


Conwy, dinner and B & B. Weekends, mid-week 
bookings, idea for walking, touring, near sea 
und mountains. Terms £48 per week. Doreen 
and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest House, 
3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, Conwy, 
N Wales. Telephone: 049 263 2351. 


Weymouth — Bed, breakfast and evening meal. 
Weekend breaks £12. weeks from £35. Open 
all year. Bar, free parking, reductions for 
children. Small coach parties also welcome. Mrs 
Cole, Kirteton House, 21 Kirtleton Avenue, 
Weymouth. Telephone: (0305) 785296. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, ete gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford 1۱۱( ! ۰ 


Home Counties and South West. Protect your 
family or save for the future in a tax efficient 
way. Consultation free. Ring Bill Jakeman, 
Farnham (0252) 713056. 


ro) 


Əboe, Piano and Daffodil Crumpet: 


to the intricacies of John Botting’s skill 
with the oboe, and Frank Conley’s 
sweetly sensitive piano playing. The 
programme included Flemish pieces for 
oboe, and ranged from a Haydn Piano 
Sonata and other piano works by 
Glazunov, Rachmaninov and Bagtok, to 
oboe items from Grieg and Fantasy Pieces 
by Carl Nielsen written especially for the 
two instruments in concert. 


Both teachers, surprisingly neither John 
Botting nor Frank Conley teach in the 
school’s music department. They 
frequently play together to audiences in 
the home counties, performing to a high 
professional standard. Noticing their 
billing in Poperinge’s Weekly News as 
‘Engels Duo’, John and Frank have 
elected henceforth to be known by that 
name! It is good to know they have been 
invited to retum, which they look 
forward to doing. 


But that’s not all — not by any means. On 
the same afternoon teachers and boys, 
themselves guests of the Old House, 
became hosts to the townsfolk at an 
Open House and Garden, this time to a 
greater number. The day was fine and 
the garden beautiful, brilliant with the 
flowering of new daffodil bulbs put in 
last autumn. ‘Beside the paths, beneath 
the trees — jolly hard work on hands 
and knees’ (Wordsworth?), thanks chiefly 
for the bulbs to the great generosity of a 
Toc H member, and to acting 
housekeepers Harold and Margaret 
Burgess for planting them. Here was 
wood magic; a radiant golden glory. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 


visitors to this lovely old 
city within casy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation, Parking, English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 


Mr Jules Lietuert. Hotel Jacobs, Balicstraat 1. 
Bruges. 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 

Christian  Penfriends Nationwide. Singles 
holidays. Weekend  Houseparties. Local 
groups. Sincere mules specially welcomed. 
Details: C F Fellowship,  Dept/B23, 


Edenthorpe, Doncaster. (SAE) 


Accommodation and Small Group conference 
20 minutes Central London. Single, double, 
four, five bedded rooms. Bed, breakfast, dinner 
£667. Study, library, chapel, television ete, 
YMCA, Stockwell Road, London SW9 5 
Telephone: U1 274 7861/3. 


Lake/Dales, B & B, E M if required. First floor 
suite ideal for family. Whole food vegetarians 
catered for. Contact: Mrs Milton, Loop House, 
Crooklands, Milnthorpe, Cumbria. 

Telephone: Crooklands 310. 


Good Friday was certainly good in the 
sense that a party of teachers and senior 
boys from the Harvey Grammar School, 
Folkestone, came to stay at the Old 
House on that day. 


A year ago on a similar visit. plans were 
laid in Poperinge’s Town Hall for a 
concert of music for Easter 1980 as a 
tribute to happy stays in Talbot House, 
and as a ‘thank you’ to the people of 


Poperinge for the warmth of their 
welcome. 

Thus, on Easter Sunday morning, 
Poperinge was offered a rare musical 


treat, deserving of a much wider audience 
than were present. Many, occupied with 
their church and family, were otherwise 
feasting. Some, I heard, had forgotten to 
put their clocks on overnight and found 
the hour had fled! But for everyone in 
the Feestzaal it was enthralling to listen 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication ۰ 
which ıs the 23rd of the preceding month, The 
charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display advertisc- 
ments can be obtained from the | ditorial 
Office, Toc IH f Forest Close, Wendover. 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 


North Buckinghamshire. ۲۵۲ propertics in the 
arca between £10,000 and £30,000, please 
contact Bonner & Son, Chartered Surveyors, 
12 Market Square, Buckingham. 

Telephone 028 02 2301. 


Flat for Sale. Eltham. First floor. 2 bedrooms, 
lounge, kitchen, bathroom, separate WC, 
garage. Most carpets. Well decorated. Rewired. 
£23,000 ono. Contact: Hilary Michael. 2 Beech 
Court, Kingsground, Eltham, London ٩۲:9 ۰ 
Telephone: 01 850 0774. 


Lee on Solent, Hampshire. House, 3 bedrooms, 
2 reception, mins sea. Tel: 0329 232175. 
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